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himself, and a great one ; though as a subordinate he was
impatient of higher control, in independent command his
qualities of firmness, quick perception, and drive had full play,
and enabled him to draw swift and decisive advantage from his
greatly superior numbers and resources. Before the end of
the year he was able successfully to carry out the mission
entrusted to him by Lloyd George on his departure for Palestine,
to give the British people Jerusalem for a Christmas present.
Operations began again on October 3ist with a sudden dash
on Beersheba, at the extreme eastern end of the Turkish fortified
line. A series of cunningly devised and skilfully executed
ruses had preserved the secret of the point of attack, and the
Turks in the town were too weak to put up any prolonged
defence. A dashing cavalry attack carried the place, and the
whole right wing of the army then wheeled forward into line
to rend asunder the central defences of the enemy more to the
west about Sheria. This process took some days, during which
the enemy delivered a strong counter-blow against our weak
flank guard north of Beersheba ; this was held off with difficulty,
and the hostile centre, assailed by greatly superior numbers,
was soon driven from its works and thrust back to the north.
Meanwhile, feint attacks at Gaza had successfully detained the
enemy right wing there so long that its line of retreat was now
endangered. But our attempts to cut it off failed, and the
pursuit developed into a direct advance northwards up the
coastal plain, stoutly opposed by the stubborn though out-
numbered enemy. Severe fighting took place for possession
of the various river lines on which he attempted to stand fast,
and by mid-November he was finally back behind the Auja,
north of Jaffa, where he was left to halt and consolidate, while
Alienby swung the bulk of his force in two columns eastward
into the Judsean hills for the advance on Jerusalem. The
difficulties of supply, climate, and terrain were so great that the
first thrust failed; the left column, directed to block the Nablus
road so as to cut off the retreat of the defenders to the north, was
checked by their stiff resistance on a line just short of it; and
though the right column came up to its help, it, too, was unable
to get further forward.
There was a pause of a fortnight while the weary troops were
replaced by fresh ones—a pause again .utilised by Falkenhayn,
the newly-arrived German commander of the Turkish armies,
in endeavouring to regain the lost initiative by a series of skilful
and vigorous but profitless counter-attacks west of the Nablus-
Jerusdem road. By December 8th, these had died away, and
our new troops were ready for action. Allenby's plan was
now for them to pivot on their left and throw their right across

